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Reader letters  
  
More online 
  
To read additional letters and tips on how to comment, visit us online at www.dailystar.com/opinion 
  
Can't seem to get it right 
  
Re: the May 28 Desert Whispers "Welcome to the border, Mr. Horne." 
  
This Star editorial criticized me for putting a stop to the use of Arizona taxpayers' money for the education of 
students commuting from their homes in Mexico. The Arizona Republic ran a story criticizing me for dragging 
my feet on the investigation of that situation. Then, when I did act, the Star criticized me for overreacting! 
  
The Star accused me of a media "blitz" on the issue. I do not have the power to create a media "blitz." If I 
had the power to create a "blitz," I would create one about our efforts to create more content-rich science 
and social studies standards for elementary schools. 
  
But it's not easy to persuade the powers of the media to put a story like that on the front page. 
  
Superintendent Tom Horne 
  
Phoenix 
  
Use your own money 
  
Re: the June 2 article "Tucson should do the baby elephant walk." 
  
Tucson should not do the "baby elephant walk." I am not a PETA activist. What I am is a very pragmatic 
taxpayer. 
  
It seems to me the city has many more uses for $8 million than to expand the elephant habitat at Reid Park. 
  
I think if our City Council members want to support Reid Park, they should do it with their own money, not 
the city's and certainly not the taxpayers. 
  
I am really tired of being told how "poor" the city is and how there is a need to raise "service" fees, then have
to watch council vote to give our money to Fox Theatre restoration and private developers to subsidize their 
investment. 
  
Jan Blanton 
  
Taxpayer against giveaways, Tucson 
  
Military success 
  
I can only guess at the anguish of those who have, or are serving, and of their families and loved ones. 
Despite media portrayals of failure, our leaders and military have been hugely successful. 
  
For example, Russia could not conquer Afghanistan for years; we did it in weeks. Now, Afghans are voting, 
and more women and children are free and are getting an education. 
  
Libya has forsaken terrorist ways. Lebanon unshackled itself from Syria and is voting. Yemen has become 
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